ACT TWO, SCENE ONE

(Aragorn, Legolas, Gimli, Halbarad and the rest of the Grey Company are downstage center at the gates to the paths of the dead.)

GIMLI

My blood runs chill to stand at the beginning of the Paths of the Dead.

ARAGORN

Then take heart Gimli that your heart has not failed you.  You have been treading the paths since we left Dunharrow.  However, this is where the path cuts under the mountains.  If the lore of this land speaks true, this is where we can expect to find the sleepless dead.

HALBARAD

This is an evil door and my death lies beyond it.  I will dare to pass nonetheless.

LEGOLAS

I too shall go for the ghosts of men hold no terror for elves.  

ARAGORN

Follow me!  (Aragorn lights a torch and enters through the door.  All follow except for Gimli.)

GIMLI

Here is a thing unheard of.  An elf will go underground when a Dwarf dare not. (He rushes in.  The scrim with the door in it rises and they are revealed inside a cavern. Mist covers the stage.  There are glowing red eyes peering out of the darkness.  Up stage center is the stone of Erech which slowly moves downstage.)

ARAGORN

I AM ARAGORN.

THE SON OF ARATHORN.

HEIR TO KINGS THAT WERE,

THE SONS OF ISULDUR.

I STAND UNAFRAID.

‘TIS TIME YOUR DEBT IS PAID.

RECALL THE OATH YOU SWORE

TO FIGHT AT OUR SIDE BEFORE.

AND THOUGH YOU FAILED HIM THEN, 

YOU’LL PLEDGE YOUR SOULS AGAIN.

WHEN SAURON’S DOOM IS CAST,

YOU’LL SLEEP IN PEACE AT LAST.

CHORUS OF GHOSTS

ISULDUR

THE NAME

ISULDUR

FROM OUT OF TIME.

ISULDUR

OUR BLAME

ISULDUR

FOR ANCIENT CRIME.

ISULDUR

THE OATH

ISULDUR

TO HIM WE SWORE

ISULDUR

TO FIGHT

ISULDUR

IN TIME OF WAR.

THE DARK LORD
BUT WE

THE DARK LORD
WORSHIPPED THE NIGHT

THE DARK LORD
SAURON

THE DARK LORD
HELD OUR DELIGHT.

THE DARK LORD
WHEN WE

THE DARK LORD
WERE CALLED TO WAR.

THE DARK LORD
WE FAILED

THE DARK LORD
THE OATH WE SWORE.

ARAGORN

Recall Isuldur’s words when you refused to honor your oath.  “I curse thee and thy folk.  You shall have no rest until your oath to the west is fulfilled.  Long this war will be fought and you will be called ere its end.”

I call you now to the Stone of Erech.  You shall suffer us to pass and you shall come to swear upon the stone again.

(There is an eerie silence.  Slowly, phantm shapes of swords, spears and shields appear by the red eyes.  At last old, tattered banners appear.  The stone of Erech has reached far down stage center.  Aragorn strides over and places his hand upon it.)

GIMLI

The dead are following.

LEGOLAS

Indeed they come behind.  They have been summoned.  They dare not fail again.

ARAGORN

Why do you come hear oathbreakers?  Do you renounce Sauron?

VOICE OF THE KING OF THE DEAD

We come to fulfill our oath and rest in peace at last.

ARAGORN

I am Isuldur’s heir.  You shall follow me to Pelagir on the River Anduin.  There is moored a great fleet and armies of men that Sauron will send to crush Gondor.  By sword or terror you and I shall defeat this army. When all this land is cleansed of those who serve Mordor I shall bid oath fulfilled and bid you rest.  

(Aragorn nods to Halbarad who unfurls the banner he has been carrying.  It is green with a white tree surrounded by seven stars and a gold crown above it.)

I AM ARAGORN.

SON OF ARATHORN.

HEIR TO KINGS THAT WERE

THE SONS OF ISULDUR.

FROM THIS DAY SHALL SPRING,

THE RETURN OF THE KING.

WHAT WAS OURS BEFORE,

SHALL NOW BE MINE ONCE MORE.

BLACKOUT. 

